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[bookmark: bestfriend]**********
Marrying My Best Friend
This article was first posted on my blog “Finding Mr Huggie-Wuggie” on 26 November 2016
**********
Standing there in my big white dress, I grinned into the eyes of my best friend, who was equally smartly dressed in his crisp white shirt and suit. We giggled naughtily at one another even as we posed for the photographer. Man, I had pulled many a prank in my time, but this one...this one surely took the biscuit!
And yet I was soon to be brought back down to earth.
"You look so handsome!" I volunteered in a carefree way. He did look handsome, of course, he always looked handsome, but every man looks especially good on his wedding day – and apparently this was true even on a fake wedding day. I was a little surprised by just how much attention to detail he had applied to our little joke. I mean - brand new shoes - seriously?! (Well obviously I had new shoes, but for crying out loud, I'm a girl!!!)
He looked into my eyes with such intensity that it almost took my breath away. 
"You look beautiful too." He pronounced his next words very deliberately and meaningfully.
"You always look beautiful." His next words were a little more confused. "Man, I so wish that, I just wish that..." at this point he closed the gap between us and to my unspeakable amazement he kissed me, so gently, on my forehead. Part of me could tell somewhere deep within me that he was waiting and hoping that I would kiss him back but I just felt so dazed that I could not respond at all. I could neither push him away or draw him closer. I just stood, feeling stunned, and in those milliseconds the truth finally hit me with such force.
Ignoring the patient confusion of the photographer who was looking on, I picked up the train of the beautiful wedding dress I was wearing, elegant bouquet still in hand, and I ran away from there as fast as I possibly could.
**********
It had seemed that it would be so easy. It had been my idea, of course! I had come to such a point where I was simply fed up of all the questions from friends and family members about my relationship status – or lack thereof! "Tosin, when are you going to get married? Is there a man in the picture?" And just how many ways are there to answer this question: "Look, I'm trying, OK! What am I supposed to do – just manufacture a husband out of thin air?!" So this was going to be my little joke. I would pose in wedding style pictures with a male friend, and then post the photos on Facebook. I would then teasingly refer to the pictures (quite truthfully): "Me and my best friend!"
I would let everyone jump to the obvious conclusion, without confirming or denying anything, and then a month later, I would finally admit that it had been a joke. Ha ha, how brilliant that would have been! And then from that I hoped that people would finally get the message and stop harassing me. And of course, there was only one male friend whom I could possibly ask; that one friend who was always game for a laugh. Sure enough he had appreciated the joke immediately, and he had laughingly agreed.
**********
Back home now, and dressed normally, I was revisiting the events of the day. My mobile rang. Without looking, I knew who it was. I ignored it, as I was not ready to discuss things just yet. I asked myself, yet again: "Well why not him?" I had asked myself that question already a million times, even before today's events. I could not give a sincere or cogent answer to this question. Something within me just rejected this idea as it always had done. Not that there was anything wrong with him, of course. How many times had I stood wondering to myself about how attractive he was?! Too many times, was the short answer! And yet he was my best friend! There was a casualness and a carefreeness to our friendship which I loved. I could just call him up at any time within reason and just chat idly away. I did not want to lose that. Relationships are always so fraught and difficult, and I just did not want to risk our friendship. Moreover he knew so many things about me, that I would have preferred my husband not to know, actually! He had listened so many times to me criticising men in general and complaining about specific guys. Man, he had actually given me advice about handling some of those guys! And to think that he had apparently been nurturing his own feelings for me all that time. (Hmm. So that's why none of those relationships ever worked out!)
I tried to concentrate and think clearly, and honestly ask myself the question: "Did I know?" The thing is that I always know! As soon as a man starts "giving me vibes", the first thing I will suspect is that he is attracted to me. It might not sound very humble but it is sincerely a self-protective thing. And yet with this guy I always felt so safe. I knew that he adored me, of course, as I surely adored him. I just did not know, or perhaps I did not let myself accept, that it was like that – did I?
The phone rang again. I knew I could not put it off forever. I sighed and answered it.
"Hi, how are you? I'm good thanks – and you?...That's great!"
"Listen I'm sorry that...." Wow, that was super-awkward, as we attempted to apologise at the same time. I kept quiet, and let him continue. "Listen I'm sorry about earlier." His voice almost broke. "There's something I need to tell you...." His voice died off, but he forced himself to continue: "I should have told you this a long time ago." I could guess what he needed to tell me.
We arranged to meet up in our favourite coffee shop. How many times I had cried on his shoulder here. How different it felt this time to have to be awkward with one another. “And so it transpired...from the very beginning...I tried to get over it...." (He looked at me then looked away again) "I thought I was over it" (His voice broke) "but seeing you in that wedding dress, something just snapped within me...I've only ever tried to be a friend to you..."
As he was talking, a strange, unfamiliar and somewhat uncomfortable thought struck me. I stared at that cute rueful smile that broke out over his face as he looked imploringly at me. I considered everything about him; how supportive he'd always been, trustworthy, dependable – and laugh out loud funny. I thought of how he never seemed to be in a relationship and how he always took great pains to tell me when he liked someone, as if he was sincerely waiting to hear my opinion. And I asked myself how it was that I had managed to be friends with this man for so long without developing feelings for him myself?! I tried to push the thought away, but it lingered somewhat...after that conversation...when I woke up...while I was at work...it would be there, waiting for me.
So dear reader, I need your advice – what should I do?! I guess the answer seems a little obvious, right?! It's just that – you know – I'm not sure I would know how to navigate this smoothly between these two stages. In turning him into my lover (with all the complications that that would bring), I would not want to lose him as my best friend.... So please let me know – what do you think I should do?
Ha ha ha, joking again. You don't seriously think that I am waiting for your opinion, do you?! 
So yes of course it happened that a few short months later I stood facing my best friend once again, he wearing the exact same shirt and suit and those new shoes, and I wearing that exact same wedding dress, with the same photographer, and almost the same bouquet! (New new shoes for me though!) And this time a few of our friends and family were there too. And this time when he kissed me, I definitely kissed him back!
[bookmark: Buffet]**********
Marriage Is Not an "Eat as Much as You Like" Buffet!
First posted on my blog “Finding Mr Huggie-Wuggie” on 13 November 2014.
**********
The timing of this post is kinda cute because I have actually just been to an "eat as much as you like" buffet. Each time I go to one of these places I vow that "next time", I will be responsible and adult and moderate in my eating...then "next time" comes along, and I forget these promises to myself! As I write this I am still groaning slightly - even though it has now been 3 full hours...ooh!
However, the idea for this post actually occurred to me a few weeks ago. The idea is this: Even as a Christian, I have imbibed (or swallowed!) the very false idea that marriage is a place where I can essentially "eat as much as I like" in terms of getting my needs met. This is a subject I have written on many times before, but considering it in this new way helps me get further understanding about it.
A big lie: 
A big lie that society spins for us is that relationships are a place where you can get your needs met, that you can take as much as you like or as much as you need.
The Christian version of the lie: 
The Christian version of the lie is very similar to the regular version of the lie. The only difference in the Christian version is that we expect to get married first, and then to proceed as above!
Without realising it, I have essentially been looking forward to my marriage essentially as an emotional "eat as much as you like" buffet. Needless to say, this has been a very exciting prospect! I've been eagerly looking forward to how all those emotional needs are finally going to be met, dreaming of those endless hugs - it honestly can't come quickly enough!
But then, thinking a little further about unconditional love, this occurred to me: if I plan to love my husband unconditionally in marriage, then it follows that my marriage will not be an "eat as much as you like" buffet for me, but rather a "serve your spouse all that he needs (or even all that he wants)" workstation - even with the understanding that he might not serve me back. So, it is like an eat as much as you like buffet, but I will not be the one doing the eating. Rather I will be like one of the waitresses there. And then it is not even like he will be walking up to help himself. Rather I will be the one preparing the food and cooking it from scratch, and then I will even metaphorically be taking the food to him. And then after doing all this, you kinda smile optimistically in the hope that he might reciprocate a bit in serving your own needs. But then there is always the possibility that he might not be inclined to serve you back at all. But you still have to be committed to serving him.
I think that that is what true unconditional love looks like in a marriage. In a way it is outrageous. However, I am thinking that only that would truly constitute unconditional love to the level required by marriage. I guess this is what makes marriage so hard. We all dream of getting those deep needs of ours met, only to find out that our spouse is happy to make those deep requests of us, without necessarily investing everything necessary to meet our own needs.
All this time I might be crying out: "Lord I get hungry too! Father, I also need him to serve me!" I was reflecting on this earlier on during the day. Unconditional love means unconditional gentleness and grace to my spouse, even when trying to communicate to him the fact that he is not meeting my needs, even when I know perfectly well that he knows what he is doing. Because I am a human being, and moreover because I am me, I know that I might often fail when trying to remain gracious and gentle. However, that grace and gentleness have got to be my aim and aspiration, for which I've got to seek empowerment from God.
The fact remains though that I do have needs, not just wants, and if he is my husband, then he is the only one through whom these needs can be met. However, if he is refusing to cooperate, then that puts me in a big quandary: facing the reality of my own needs versus the fact that the one person who is able to meet those needs, will not. And then I can't withhold his own needs for the sake of forcing him to meet my own. I have no choice but to go to God, to cry out to Him, to seek His intervention. But even in that I have to be patient. In a way, it is similar to the way I'm being patient now, as a single woman, in that my needs are currently not being met because there is no husband to meet them. Within marriage, it might still be the same thing that my own needs are not being met, just that at that time I will be investing all my own effort to meet his own needs!
In all this, I am not hoping or anticipating that this will be the case in my own marriage. I am just trying to understand for myself that this is the worst-case scenario that I have to be ready to deal with in my marriage.
All of this is so big. This is why I believe that we have to take the time to get to know people that we are committing to before we go ahead to make the commitment to them. By marrying someone, I am potentially signing up to give him absolutely everything of myself, while receiving absolutely nothing back in return, while submitting all my goals and plans to him, and then I've got to be ready to possibly do this for the rest of my life! This would be a hard marriage for me, or indeed for anyone. This is why I've got to evaluate him; to evaluate for myself the probability that he would act that way in marriage versus the probability that he will also commit to loving me unconditionally.
Turning the question on its head
On this blog, I always find it easy to imagine the worst-case scenario for my husband. But it does work both ways. If he commits to loving me unconditionally, then that means that even when I am not loving him back, or submitting to his husbandly authority, he will still continue to love me. I hope it is fair to say that I would never reject my duty of unconditional love towards him. But that is the beauty of unconditional love - knowing that my spouse is committed first to Christ, then, because of his commitment to Christ, committed to me, even where I'm failing to keep my own end of the covenant. If for whatever reason I refuse to love him, if I stubbornly refuse to listen, hopefully only ever for a very short period of time, then what security it will give to know that he will continue to keep loving me, to keep wanting the best for me, to keep praying for me, just as he knows that I would do the same for him (praying that we don't both embrace stubbornness at the same time!)
Ultimately, I guess we are supposed to show unconditional love to everyone. However, each person's character will determine the degree of vulnerability to which we can expose ourselves regarding them, or the degree of sacrifice that we can commit to regarding them. Of all human interactions, marriage requires the highest level of vulnerability and sacrifice, after our commitment to Christ. (But committing to Christ is in a sense "easier" because God and Christ are both perfect, which will not be true of our spouses.) For marriage to truly work, and to work beautifully, my spouse and I both have to be truly committed to that deep level of vulnerability and sacrifice regarding one another. Otherwise, it will quickly start resembling a one-sided nightmare. This is why I have to make sure that the man I am committing to will be just as committed to me, and this deep level of commitment to one another can only come from an even deeper mutual commitment to Christ.
Bible Verses:
1 Corinthians 13v8:
Love never fails.
Romans 12v10:
10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another;
[I know that this verse specifically refers to brotherly love, whereas my relationship writings are all about a different kind of love!]
**********
The Difference Between Love and Infatuation
First posted on my blog “Finding Mr Huggie-Wuggie” on 17 February 2013.
**********
Well Happy Valentine's Day everyone! In honour of Valentine's day I am going to write today on a subject that is very closely related to Valentine's Day, sending Valentine's Day cards, feeling passionate about someone else...
This is a subject that I have been thinking about for a very, very long time. I know that I have made references to the issue in my writings before. I don't know whether this is "the kind of thing" that should be obvious, that everyone should just know. Sometimes listening to people, I get the impression that they use "infatuation" to refer to all their romantic interactions which did not end up in marriage, as in "That was just infatuation!" This following has been my issue. Looking back over times when I myself had crazy feelings for people, it is quite clear that these instances represented infatuation. 
However, I have always asked myself: "So what would be the difference between this and love? When "proper" love comes, how would I be able to know that that is real and trustworthy, as opposed to this fake thing?" And then another thing is that in my mind I've stubbornly been determined to make sure that I have proper bad crazy feelings for my husband - ie, to cultivate in the real thing the aspect of infatuation which most reliably proves infatuation. I say "stubbornly" because I often get the impression from "sensible" Christians that crazy deep feelings are often secondary, if not absent altogether in "sensible" Christian marriage. To which my answer is predictably me. "Say what you like! In my marriage, my husband and I are going to be crazy about one another. Hello?!"
And then a further thing about infatuation is that the feelings themselves are SO real! It is just what they are founded on that is not reliable. That is what I have finally grasped after all this time. And then as I say, I sometimes wonder whether everyone already knows this, but then on reflecting I consider that many people actually do go ahead to get married based on infatuation, or on an unreliably optimistic view of their future spouse.
So anyway, this is what I believe I now understand.
In infatuation, the feelings might be real, in that you genuinely, strongly feel them. However, they are not necessarily based on any real interaction between the two of you. They are not even necessarily based on real knowledge of the person who is the object of your feelings. Whereas in love which can be considered as real, that is different. I believe that this is why people often talk about "falling in love with an illusion". In your mind, even though you don't actually know that person that well, or you don't even know them at all (think pop stars, movie stars etc), still you spend time imagining how your lives are going to combine together in an amazing romantic fantasy. 
However true love is based on someone that you genuinely do know, and it is based on real interaction between the two of you. In infatuation (I keep accidentally mistyping it as infactuation!) the fact that you don't really know them is key, as it is easy to project these dreams onto someone when you are not aware that their true character is totally different. However, as you start to know them better, the dreams slowly evaporate as you realise that they will never fulfil your dreams as you wish. If you are fortunate enough to realise this about them before you go ahead and marry them, then you can at least breathe a sigh of relief. If, however, you have already signed your life away, then you have the joyful prospect of getting to know their real character, and not being able to simply walk away, or do anything about it easily, other than pray and pray and pray. In that case you have to learn to live with the person you have married, rather than the person you have dreamt of. I don't know whether this is a Nigerian saying only, or whether it is just repeated a lot by Nigerians: "Love is blind...but marriage is the eye-opener!"
I believe that in infatuation the feelings can feel so all-consuming because they are often based on a need or an insecurity that you are unconsciously aware of, that you unconsciously feel that this other person can resolve. The more desperate this unconscious need or insecurity is, then the more desperate your desire for this person who you unconsciously feel can resolve it. I believe that this is often the root of unrequited love, when someone says to himself: "If only I could marry Tosin, then I know that all my problems would be over!" Of course they wouldn't, because Tosin will invariably turn out to be very different from what you have imagined, and she will come with her own issues!
Even though we often think of infatuation romantically, we often observe the same thing between friends. That is, have you ever had a friend and you thought that they were amazing?! You may have gone around saying "X is so cool! They are so amazing, they are like this, they are like that...!" And then you actually get to know them a little better... and the shine wears off. I also believe that it is possible to subconsciously or even deliberately pander to infatuation within a relationship or dating scenario. That is, you pretend to be more caring, you listen more attentively to the other person, and then they think "He is so caring!" Or "She is so attentive!" and you mutually feed your respective infatuated dreams.
So that then is infatuation. This is how I believe "true love" is different. Firstly, it is based on someone you know. This is why I believe it is so important to make sure that you know someone, really really know them, before you start considering them romantically. In this case then you will truly know that they are caring, or that they are attentive. Then it is based on real interaction between the two of you. It is not just someone that you have seen from afar, that you dream of. It is not based on your impression of what life would be like, but on what the interaction between the two of you actually is like. Three aspects that I was thinking about regarding this are the character that the two of you demonstrate to one another, the communication that you share with one another, and the commitment that you have to one another. 
So then if I wanted to ask myself whether my love was real, or whether it was viable to take it further, I might ask myself: How long have we really known one another? Is it at least two years? Is it up to five years - or is it two months? What genuinely exists between the two of us? What character do we demonstrate to one another? Is it consistently full of integrity, honesty, grace and patience, or is it more about bragging, showing off or emphasising physical attractiveness? What commitment do we have to one another - and to God? Do we genuinely get on? Do we like one another? Do we have lots of things to talk about, or do we mostly just tolerate one another? Would I gladly choose him as a best friend? How committed are we both to God?
And then about communication: Is there the trust between us to talk with candour and frankness and vulnerability? Can we correct one another and disagree graciously? Or in our communication do we mostly talk about superficial things, or laugh flirtatiously between ourselves?
If then you were to smile about this kind of friendship, it would not be about imagining what Mr Dream Guy would say to you, but it would rather be about remembering what Mr Real and Present, Mr Right Here, did say to you. It would be about remembering how you were able to resolve a disagreement. And then I also think that the more you work on these aspects of character, commitment and communication, the stronger your love can be. And then I'm also thinking that it must be possible to be totally crazy about this kind of love too, about having something so true and deep. However, the difference with this kind of love is that, while it will still require lots of hard work, because it is based on reality, it would not just evaporate and disappear after marriage (at least not as quickly - joke!)
Bible Verses:
Matthew 7v24-25:
24“Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.
[bookmark: Unhappily]**********
Unhappily Single?!
First posted on my blog “Finding Mr Huggie-Wuggie” on 16 October 2014.
**********
In this post, I am going to repeat something that I have said a few times before, examining it from a different angle. That is, the question of being unhappily single! This is especially relevant to me just now, as a few hours ago I found myself grinning inanely at my screen, dreaming of Mr Huggie-Wuggie, as I was trying to write this week's post. Yes, that was a few hours ago! It has taken me that long to mentally calm down to a place of sufficient concentration to actually write this post, (and also to settle on what to write!)
This is what I want to say in this post: that when we are single, and looking longingly into marriage, we of course imagine marriage in the best possible light. So, we compare our current state of singleness against the best possible dreams of marriage. Then by measuring the difference between our state of happiness now, and the happiness we hope that marriage will confer upon us, it seems as if we are so much worse off in our current state. This itself makes us feel unhappy, or glum, or depressed. So in other words, you consider yourself unhappy only by comparing yourself with what you expect to have!
[image: ]
But then I remember that for most people, marriage is rarely the fairytale that they have dreamed of, but rather a long hard slog of communication difficulties.
[image: ]
This graphic above is the reason why I rarely envy other people's relationships. No matter what appearance they might present on the outside of being glowingly and perfectly in love - and most couples do not even bother to put on this kind of appearance - I can usually imagine that the reality of their interaction is a lot less romantic.
And yet, if you are like me, this is relevant only for other people's relationships. So, I do not necessarily think myself worse off than other people who are already married. But I expect that my marriage will be different! I expect that my marriage genuinely will be made in heaven, and that by remaining single I am missing out on all that beauty and tenderness! In my own specific case, perhaps I am all the more justified in thinking this precisely because I have put so much effort into thinking through all these things, which I express in the posts I write for my blog! Despite going to the effort of writing my blog, and thinking through all these things, something that I try to remind myself is that even an excellent marriage, between two excellent people, who are determined to be the best they can be - even a marriage that is genuinely made in heaven, and wrought by God's own hands - even that kind of marriage will still require lots of hard work, determination, patience and perseverance from both parties.
So then, I guess the danger is that I or someone else, tempted to think ourselves "unhappily single", will get into marriage, and immediately discover how difficult it is, and then look back longingly at that time of singleness when I considered myself unhappy, and then discover that actually, in singleness, I was amazingly blessed, and should have considered myself happy! How angry I would be at myself to have wasted so many potentially beautiful years of my life in thinking myself unhappy, and just wanting to be married!
So yes, by the grace of God, in marriage I do hope to be ecstatically happy. And yet, I do not want to wait till then to acknowledge that singleness has its own advantages, enabling a different kind of happiness. So I want to make the most of these single years, while they are still here, and maximise every second by God's grace. So my determination now then is to banish all yearning thoughts whenever they strike, and put them firmly to the side. At the moment I am single, and by the grace of God I am going to enjoy this singleness, and appreciate it for the fantastic gift that it is! I am not going to look at what I don't have, but rather what I do have and what I can do when my time is essentially my own to direct. And I am also going to appreciate that it is precisely because I am so ambitious for my marriage that it is harder to come across the right guy for me, because there simply are fewer guys who also want the same things that I want in life.
But by the grace of God, when he finally does show up, I am going to step sideways into a different kind of happiness. At that point I am not going to look back wistfully on singleness. Rather I am going to embrace marriage for the beautiful gift that it is, with all its challenges, and all its potentials. Either way, I will be determined to enjoy the status of any point at which I find myself along the way, and appreciate it as the most beautiful place on earth for me!
Bible Verses:
Mark 12v30:
30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment.
[bookmark: Expecting]**********
Expecting Perfect Behaviour from Imperfect People
First posted on my blog “Finding Mr Huggie-Wuggie” on 20 October 2013
**********
I was thinking recently about one big reason why many people face disappointment in marriage.
To put it simply, life presents many challenges.
Some of these challenges could make or break our marriages. So here's the thing: we know that the people we marry are not perfect when we marry them and will not become perfect over the course of our marriages. And yet for our marriages to survive, our spouses have to consistently make the right choices when faced with these marital "make or break" challenges, as we also will need to make the right choices when we are equally faced with our own challenges. Sometimes, or even most of the time, I suspect that these challenges will not present once-off decisions, but will rather require ongoing determination. For instance, in the topic of lust that I considered in the article above, each spouse will need to answer the following question: "How am I going to deal with the challenge when I feel attracted to someone outside my marriage?" Perhaps it might only happen once or twice, if at all, in the course of the marriage that one or the other of the spouses might feel irresistibly attracted to someone outside. And yet it would probably happen that there would be a number of smaller cases of attraction on either side over the decades. In this issue as with many others, I believe that the action that a spouse takes over time, or fails to take, can weaken a marriage over the course of the years, until the point where it does not need a lot to destroy the marriage altogether. It is like a tree that is rotting from the inside (coincidentally, remember that Jesus tells us that a tree is known by its fruits - a rotting tree produces rotten fruit). It can rot to the extent where it can be felled by a blow that would not make the slightest impact on a healthy tree.
I think that in marriage, the likelihood is that we will each face not just one big challenge, but rather a succession of challenges, some of them even happening simultaneously. This is especially true if we are serious Christians. We can rest assured that our adversary the devil will assail us with every trial and temptation and hardship he can throw our way, to shake us in our faith and in our reliance upon God. We can expect to be pummelled constantly by different issues. Where these are "make or break" challenges, we have to trust that both we and our spouses will "get it right" time after time. Here is my point in all of this. For this to be true, for both we and our spouses to consistently triumph in godliness in the face of temptation, distraction, frustration, disappointment, and sometimes, more positively, seeming success, it is not going to be an accident. Rather it is going to be the result of desperate, determined, knowledge of and pursuit of God, as well as groundedness in His truth and awareness of the tricks and devices of the devil, and determination to overcome these tricks.
So then, you can't just go and pick a random person to marry and hope for the best. What is the probability that "a random person" is going to somehow just manage to get it right in all these different trials? Remember that it is not just one character aspect that will be tested. Perhaps you're fortunate enough to marry a spouse who just does not "do" lust. All the same the likelihood is that they will be tested in every other area - integrity, financial probity, standing with the truth, remaining resilient in Christ when they are tempted to feel despondent. They could potentially crash in any other of these areas, and thereby pull the marriage down with them. And obviously it is not a one-sided thing, it could equally happen on your own side as well.
So, in a way we are marrying people with the understanding that they are not perfect, and yet we are hoping or expecting that when necessary, they essentially will behave perfectly. This is a huge contradiction. It is when people make those big mistakes that correspond with their imperfect character (that we knowingly married) that marriages get devastated, and hearts get broken.
One important point to make is that if you're not that desperate for God in the first place, then you are unlikely to face challenges to this extent. Perhaps this is why some Christian marriages seem not to face any challenges whatsoever, but things just sail happily from one high point to the next. However, I believe that it is a very false economy to hold back from full pursuit of God just so that we can escape the hottest fire of attacks from the devil. Remember that God is incomparably bigger than the devil, so ultimately the empowerment that comes to our marriages through being grounded in God and His truth will far exceed the fire that the devil can hurl at us. Sometimes however it feels as if we need to get through that fire to come to that place of empowerment.
In a way, I feel then that this message is most relevant for people who are desperately grounded and determined to remain grounded in Christ. In a way, I feel as if such people should already know all this - surely?! However, I look at my own heart, and I think of the pragmatic realities of finding a spouse. When you are looking around, and there do not seem to be many people available, then you might think "Well that's all very well, but here is this person here, now; if I don't marry them, then I don't know when next someone even almost suitable will turn up. Yes, he/she might not be the most spiritually grounded person, and they might not be as desperate in their pursuit of holiness as possible, but this is the real world, Tosin, we're living in the real world!"
If this is you, then pragmatically speaking I agree with you. Sincerely speaking, I'm a pragmatist (and whisper: so is God in many ways - but please don't tell anyone I told you that, otherwise they'd probably blacklist this blog...) If the only person you can reasonably find to marry who also wants to marry you back (that is an important pragmatic consideration - let's face it!) - is not as deep in their faith or their groundedness as you would like, then realistically speaking, what are the options available to you? You can either a) walk away or b) pray or c) walk away from the romantic relationship while praying that God will bring them to the place where they themselves will pursue Christ and groundedness in Him. If you go for [C] then this is a great way to get used to a life of prayer! It may so happen that you might pray all the prayers in the world - and yet the relationship fails to develop as necessary, or even dies. This is not necessarily a bad thing. There have certainly been a couple of guys I have met where the attraction I felt was so strong that I prayed as hard as I possibly could. Looking back nothing has happened since then in either case to change my opinion that they were genuinely nice guys, (perhaps in each case, they were the ones that God was saving from me - ha ha!) And yet now, just because I know myself a little better, I'm grateful for not getting what I prayed for so deeply. In fact, now, with all the thoughts and ideas and opinions that have occurred to me about life and marriage in these intervening years, I am so glad that I did not marry anyone at all before getting to this place - even though it could plausibly have so happened that I found a spouse and the marriage turned out to be very successful. I just like the fact of being in this relatively far superior position of knowledge, reflection and understanding before I actually embark upon this huge undertaking. I am grateful for the chance of being able to deliberately build excellent foundations for my marriage, and also being able to plan towards multi-faceted dreams in life. That is said though with the hope and expectation that I actually will eventually get married, otherwise all the knowledge and reflection in the world about marriage will count for nothing.
So in conclusion then, I guess this article just presents a different way of saying what I always say. For your marriage to succeed in any way resembling what you would dream of, and hope for, it is not going to be an accident. You cannot afford to be casual in any way about your choice of spouse. Rather, marital success is going to be the result of God at work in your midst and each spouse pursuing Him with all their heart. Even so, we are never guaranteed success in this. However, it is my belief that God wants Christian marriages and indeed marriages on the whole everywhere to thrive - as long as those marriages are in keeping with a few widely accepted precepts - for instance, each must be a consensual, loving relationship between two responsible adults, one male, one female. (This is not the place to speak on gay marriage. However, the Bible is unequivocably against homosexuality period - so how much more gay marriage?* Child marriage - where either or both spouses are below the age of puberty - is also out.)
To make life so much easier for yourself, you have to absolutely insist on two things: firstly, being that kind of spouse yourself; and secondly, making sure that the person you marry is committed to that same necessary level of determination. If they are not "there" yet, then you will have to pray for them. However, if I were to be candid, I would admit that I myself am pretty much in the same situation. Realistically speaking, I just don't see any guy that is "there", and I can't envisage how I would meet a guy that is "there", unless God literally drops someone from the sky. So the likelihood is that I also will have to pray hard to see someone develop that level of extreme marriageability - oh yeah baby! If I am to be sincere, many times it seems like such a big and overwhelming prayer request that I cannot truly motivate myself to pray with the necessary fervour. So I am essentially in the same boat as anyone who is struggling with the level of prayer needed. And yet, with God's empowerment, I will pray. Because I know that I want to get married, and I know that there is simply no alternative to having a husband who is like this. To me, no other kind of marriage is viable, or worth the effort.
*Gay Christians do dispute this, but in all sincerity, there is no biblical argument about this point. Here is a post from my Bible blog about this issue
Bible Verses:
Matthew 5v48:
48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.
Matthew 7v16-18:
16 You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 17 Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.
1 John 1v8:
8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
[bookmark: No-one]**********
The Difference Between No-one's Perfect...and No-one's Perfect
First posted on “Finding Mr Huggie-Wuggie” on 12 November 2012
**********

When talking about potential marital partners, something that you will often hear for instance from Christian books or resources, is that "no-one is perfect". This is true, and something that most people will surely accept, whether or not they are Christians or have any religious faith whatsoever.
And yet absolutely everyone is covered by this maxim of "no-one is perfect". Within the understanding that "no-one is perfect", how do you sort out potentially excellent spouses from spouses who would be a lot less appropriate for you?
Firstly, I personally think that many people hide behind the concept that "no-one is perfect" as a kind of excuse for their behaviour, their pet weaknesses. As Christians we should all be striving for excellence, trying our best to be the very best we can be. Some people will do something wrong, then when challenged about it, simply say: "No-one's perfect", then just shrug their shoulders and carry on.

I have met people who will cheerfully admit failings in particular areas and almost cherish these failings. I believe that yes, as Christians it is good to be honest that we are not perfect, and yes, it can be refreshing when we admit to particular areas of weaknesses (where it is wise and prudent to make these admissions). However, we are not just supposed to admit the same failings endlessly, year in, year out; we are actually also supposed to deal with them so that we grow and mature into the image of Jesus more and more. Here I am talking about character defects, not things like physical conditions.

This is something that is of ongoing concern to me on my relationship website: if you marry someone that is excellent to start off with, how can you tell that they are going to remain excellent - if they are "not perfect" to start with, how do you know that they are not going to grow a lot less perfect over the years, in terms of their character? That is, have you ever heard anyone ask: "What happened to the man I married?" or.... "Where is the girl I fell in love with?" ...?
I personally think that life can hit with its stresses and disappointments and failures and temptations, and remaining excellent, and even growing through it all is not an accident, but is rather a matter of determined and prayerful choice.
This is the answer that I have come up with so far - this might yet be refined by future experiences. I think that the safest way to marry is to marry someone who is visibly striving forward with that determination. I realise that here I have merged two questions: "How to pick the best "imperfect" person" and "How to know your spouse is not going to change for the worse". The reason I have merged these questions is because these issues are both crucial for choosing an excellent spouse and the issues actually merge into one another, because in my opinion they are answered by the same answer.

In a way I realise that it might seem quite presumptuous for me to categorically say: "This is what you must do!" especially as I have never actually been married myself. However, this matter is ultimately not actually about marriage itself, but rather about human character, which is openly available for anyone to study.

Something simple that I believe regarding marriage is that beyond the "cosmic" or (in more Christian terms!) - "mysteriously sacred" interaction of hearts and minds and dreams that occurs within marriage, there are also some solidly practical issues of character, communication, discipline. Looking at these more practical aspects, then, to put it simply: the better the character of each partner, and the better the communication between the partners; the higher the maturity of the partners within the marriage; the better the marriage. Simple. I think it is better to base all those lovey-dovey, romantic, "they are my soul-mate" feelings on a solid basis of character, friendship and communication, than to expect character and communication to mysteriously emerge full-grown from that hazy mist of "feelings".
So then, the issue when considering that "no-one is perfect" is that sometimes you will see someone who seems quite good. But then you will notice quite an obvious character flaw. If no-one is perfect, is there any way to tell the difference between character flaws which simply indicate that an otherwise excellent person is actually human, after all, and the character flaws of people who are less than excellent? That is, I have heard of situations, or sometimes instinctively felt them, where, despite knowing of some prominent character flaws, one spouse marries the other, thinking that "no-one is perfect" - only to find themselves in an increasingly unappealing marriage.
So then, this is the single answer that I believe answers both these questions. As I say, I believe that excellent character is a result of determined and informed personal choice. This is true if you are trying to find that person who is excellent now, and also if you are trying to find someone who will remain excellent and become better and better as your marriage progresses. I believe that a potential spouse has to choose to be excellent now. I also believe that any excellent candidate for marriage has to be aware of the huge potential of life to throw them off the path of holiness, purity, humility etc - and they have to be prepared for it, and determined to overcome it. It is a little like asking how you would know that your spouse will do their best to remain athletically fit throughout your marriage. The answer to this is that you would seek out a spouse that is aware of the challenges that different stages of life might pose in terms of exercise, and has a plan and a resolve to overcome them.

Overtaking?
Sometimes, if someone is aggressively pursuing excellence, even if they start off on a lower footing, as it were, compared to someone else, they might quickly overtake this other person, and zoom past, if that other person is not running as fast. For instance, if someone is standing still at a distance of say, two miles ahead, and someone else is running forward with all their might, it does not take much imagination to see that the runner would soon overtake the person standing still. This would remain true even if the person ahead started walking forward slowly...moderately...even quite briskly. So I believe it is with character. I believe that the single best thing that you can do for yourself is to marry someone who is committed to running as hard as they possibly can after character, maturity, holiness, purity...everything! As people, no matter how excellent we are at any given time, there will ALWAYS be plenty of room for tremendous growth. Sometimes you will meet people who seem absolutely lovely - even perfect...but they are not striving, perhaps because they don't think they need to strive. Please don't marry these people - unless God specifically says otherwise. I think that you would be setting yourself up for a "What happened to the man I married?" scenario. Admittedly, it is possible for anyone to "wake-up" at any time during marriage, and suddenly resolve to start running. In this case, you could count yourself to have gotten lucky. However, I personally do not want to have to get lucky within marriage. Admittedly you could also pray. In marriage you should be praying for your spouse anyway. I know I would rather be praying prayers of gratitude and joy, endlessly thanking God for my amazing man: "So worth the wait God! I can't believe how much You love me, Father!", praying that God would continue empowering him to be a better and better man (which equates to a better and better husband!) This to me would be greatly preferable to praying prayers of semi-resentment: "Father, please give me the patience to wait... but Father please wake him up...and soon!"

On the other hand, you could meet someone who is clearly a lot less perfect...and is also not appreciably striving after Christ-like character. DEFINITELY don't marry these people (unless again God says otherwise). I think that what you would be likely to end up with is a marriage that is difficult from the outset; you would not even have to wait for years or even months for their character to deteriorate.

I think that this is what many people end up with, and I believe that this is why many people complain about their spouses from the very beginning. I always wonder how people can enter into these kinds of marriages with their eyes open. Once again, of course these spouses can "wake up", and you can pray.

I think that depending on what kind of spouse you marry you might get to know different Bible verses very well: "For with God, nothing shall be impossible!" Luke 1v37 - this might be for someone who has to pray a little harder, shall we say!
Or you could find yourself spontaneously, joyfully erupting into: "I will bless the LORD at all times, His praise shall always be on my lips!" - Psalm 34v1 - possibly reflecting a happier marital experience... - which one would you prefer to have as the verse that most honestly reflects your own experience?

A further alternative: you might meet someone who is clearly striving and running after character etc as fast as they can...but whose level of character, maturity or discipline is all the same not quite developed enough for marriage - that is, you meet the person from the analogy above who is 2 miles behind. I personally think that ideally, you should wait to know someone for a full two years to fully assess their character, see how they are striving etc before considering them romantically. This will hopefully also give you an idea of how consistent they are in their striving, their faith generally. If after two years it is clear that yes, they are striving, but no, they are not quite there yet, then I would start praying seriously, but refrain from anything that resembled any kind of romantic relationship, perhaps try to build a wise, holy, cautious friendship.

"But Tosin, I feel as if I would love to strive more after Christ, but I just need a spouse to encourage me...someone to hold my hand!" Undoubtedly, people like this exist, and we are all surely influenced by those around us. I would personally prefer to find someone who is already "on fire", but who knows, perhaps they may have caught that fire from someone else? I guess this is where the two years thing comes in - how far have they come in the time you have known them? Do they look as if they are eager to push through, but just don't know how to do it? And then also you will need to pray and pray (and pray and pray and fast and pray further - can't pray too much!) as with any potential spouse.

I should also state that this is of course not an exact science - anyone who seems to be excellent and seems to be striving can also change for the worse during marriage.
Above all of this, and all my articles and ebooks, or any ebooks, any advice etc - prayer and the teachings of the Bible must come first and foremost. There might be a potential spouse who appears to be excellent to start with, and is correctly striving as they should be - but God still says "no", or somehow God Himself seems to be shutting the door after much prayer (like if for instance Mr Potential Husband got married to someone else. I would take that as a divine sign - or at least, that is how I chose to interpret it when it did actually happen to me - although to be fair, the man in question was not actually a Christian!)
On the other hand, there might be someone who is not quite as advanced in maturity, or striving quite as hard as you would have preferred, and yet the more you pray, the more you realise that God is definitely saying: "He's the one!" (This has never happened to me, so I can't honestly say what it feels like). Either way, God definitely knows best. The thoughts in this post are just meant to be a helpful general guide.

So, the single best approach I can find to the solution of whom to marry, is to seek out someone who is striving the hardest to be like Jesus. Personally, I want to hear the passionate exclamations torn from the depths of his soul, I want to see the exertion on his face, when he declares that his utter determination is to live for God. I also want to hear where he's been in his faith, what he has experienced or overcome, so I can evaluate for myself - are his proclamations about faith and living for God simply good, correct Christian theory, or have they genuinely been born out of the crucible of desperate personal experience? I'll leave you to judge which one would be better...! I also need to see the fruit of his supposed strivings. That is, surely some aspects of my life will clearly demonstrate that I strive after God as hard as I say I do, and that I did not start this striving just yesterday. This will likely be the same for everyone. (That said, however, we have to be careful to not equate "visible good works" with "a truly Christ-centred heart".)

[bookmark: Struggling]**********
Struggling Against an Overactive Imagination!
This article was first posted on my blog “Finding Mr Huggie-Wuggie” on 24 May 2014
**********
By the grace of God, God has blessed me with a very strong imagination. This is possibly the single biggest gift that God has given me, and is at the root of absolutely every skill in my life that I am grateful for. As a child I read and read (and read and read and read!) and that was mostly to feed my imagination. All my ambition, all my yearnings, even these very writings are largely a product of my imagination. However, this same powerful imagination has also been in many ways my biggest weakness, because I have never learned to control it. Regarding relationships, this has affected me in many ways. The most deadly and destructive example of this is that for many, many years I've used that same imagination to think up, and then meditate upon, worse and worse sexual fantasies in my mind. For these same years I've struggled, prayed and fasted endlessly about this and finally, by the grace of God and through meditating instead on the Word of God I can honestly say that these evil and demonic fantasies no longer have a hold over me. (It is not like I'm the victim here, this is a big fat sin in God's eyes.) I know that this is a huge issue for others as well as myself and by the grace of God I plan to write a blog post about this in a few months' time, to help anyone else who has been struggling with this.* However, this particular post deals with another negative expression of a powerful imagination.
When I see a guy, who is smiley and cute, and seems to be "all there", then it is so easy for me to imagine us being happy together. If he smiles at me, then it is so easy for me to imagine us smiling at one another throughout our marriage. I can imagine us holding hands, walking along, talking, having deep discussions. My imagination takes over completely and I find it hard to truly see the man as he is, truly evaluate compatibility. All I can see is the smile, all I can think about is how strong his hands appear to be, all I can imagine is the thought of us gazing deeply into one another's eyes. Let me make it clear that this does not happen with everyone, by any means. We are talking only about those guys who happen to smile "at the correct frequency" to touch my heart. They are quite scarce in the general population and as Christians they are even more scarce. So, if I did manage to find someone like this, hypothetically speaking, if this man and I managed to kick up any kind of friendship, I know that I would spend the entire time smiling at him. My behaviour towards him would be motivated not by sensible considerations of what should honestly exist between us, and how to carefully move forward, but rather by the incessant pull of those marital yearnings.
As I write this, it occurs to me that there is of course nothing wrong with dreaming of a beautiful marriage. Of course there is not! Of course it is good and right to have a strong vision to use to direct your steps, in marriage as in all of my other dreams! The problem though is when this vision is so uncontrollable that it influences and overtakes everything else. The added issue with marriage is that with everything else it is an issue of exerting my will, my determination and my hard work on inanimate objects who do not have any mind of their own to resist my will. However, with marriage I will be dealing with a full-grown man who has a mind, a will and an opinion of his own, and who can, and will resist if he wants to, even to the point of insisting that we both follow his own wishes - and as a man, as the husband, as the head of the home, this is his God-given right. (Gulp!) There it is, written in clear, irrefutable black and white in the Bible! This is why I have got to put my big imagination to the side, to truly examine things as they are. These are questions I have to be able to answer honestly: do we truly share the same values? Or is there the possibility that X years from now, when he expresses his wishes, they will be the exact opposite of my own, and I will be forced to go along with something that I completely disagree with? Even as Bible-believing Christians, that is, even as genuinely Bible-believing Christians, there is still so much scope for disagreement or focusing on different things.
Are we truly going in the same direction, this means: Do we pursue Christ in the same way? Do we have the same kind of dreams in life? Will he think I am "over the top" in my dedication to my dreams - even if he invests just as much into his own dreams - does he think that there is a "sensible limit" that a woman should recognise in life? Will he want children before I do?
Because I yearn for marriage so much (and think so much on the joys of marriage etc) my feelings are there, always there, ready and willing to be deployed against any suitable looking man. The readiness of these feelings plus the power of my imagination plus any suitable looking man together equals = ding dong FEELINGS/falling for him!
Further questions to ask: Who is this man really? What are the priorities that he professes? How do those compare to the priorities that I can actually observe in his life? These are the things that call for a cool head. Does he have an accountability circle? How seriously does he take serious matters? Is he careless and casual in flirting with girls; does he demonstrate a casual attitude to relationships? There was someone I used to know from a certain (Christian) context. Once I saw him in a very different context...when his wife was not there. He got chatting with one of the ladies present, and then the two of them proceeded to talk and laugh and banter, going very close to the point that I would consider flirtatious. To be fair, he was capable of doing that very same thing right in his wife's presence - and he did do it, many times, and he equally "did not bat an eyelid" when she did the same thing with other guys. There is nothing actually wrong with this per se, and human beings are human beings. However...And then on another occasion I winced as I listened to this same man describe the reason why he had been encouraged to pursue this same woman (his wife). In short, because she was "hot". Now I am of course mindful that I myself have very recently written a couple of posts where I have jokingly referred to myself as "hot". It is more than a joke, I am serious, I want to be deeply attractive to my husband in a physical way. But then to state that this would be the single overwhelming reason why he should be determined to win me? No. My life is first and foremost, overwhelmingly about the pursuit of Christ, and I want a man to want me first and foremost for this, as this is similarly and overwhelmingly my own first criterion for choosing my husband - so that long after "hotness" fades, Christ will remain.
Thinking further about what I'd be looking out for: Which friends does he cultivate? Does he choose friends who are "cool" and "fun", or is he careful to seek out friends with strong principles? I don't want to suggest that being "cool" or "fun" are in themselves opposed to acting with strong principles. In fact, a huge premise of my relationship writings is that it is very much possible to demonstrate both; to be cool and fun, AND to be driven by strong principles. I hope that by now any potential Huggie-Wuggie candidate will know that I expect him to demonstrate both (thank you very much!) And then how many times I have come across people who demonstrate neither fun in their attitude NOR the slightest integrity or spiritual maturity! What I am talking about then is his overwhelming priority for choosing his friends, what he says to himself in his "heart of hearts":
"Above all else, my friends must be..."
I know also that it is a matter of growth in these things, of continuous improvement. So, there is only a slim likelihood of anyone being "all there" from the outset. However, the question is how fast he is growing, how he is striving to improve. For instance, as I've only just understood the various points about friendship, if someone had evaluated me on the basis of my friendships 5 years ago, they might have found me wanting.
At the very least, for myself, I have to insist on someone who is already at the point of striving as hard as he can and constantly pushing himself in holiness and Christ-like character. This is one area that I cannot wait for him to grow into, in case I am waiting indefinitely.
So then, back to those friends. What are their priorities? How are they likely to influence him in the future? There is a statistic that someone is 75% more likely to get divorced if one of their close friends or family first gets divorced and apparently the divorce of a close friend increases the probability of someone's divorce even more than the divorce of a family member does. See here for the direct research, and also here, for a Google search on this subject - and oh look, apparently "getting married" itself might also be contagious - I have personally seen that with my own eyes....) It is funny how even as adults we are so susceptible to peer-pressure. From hanging around with the people that he hangs around with I might not be able to tell you categorically that yes, this person will get divorced, or that person will not. However, I might be able to get a certain sense of how serious each person is in life generally, the level of commitment they give to their endeavours, the integrity they pursue in living their life.
*For anyone who needs it, this is what I have found to help. I found a relevant passage of scripture and I recite it out loud to myself for 30 minutes every day. Please note the "every day" part. This is the passage that I use: Romans Chapter 6v11-14.
[bookmark: en-NKJV-28080]Here is the text in full: (NKJV)
11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
[bookmark: en-NKJV-28081]12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.
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Please Review! REVIEW
If you have found this ebook useful, I'd be grateful if you would please consider leaving a review.  This will help other readers know what to expect from this book, and also help me to know how I might be able to improve.  Many thanks, Tosin :)
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Most Popular Posts from Finding Mr Huggie-Wuggie Part 2

Price: Free or $1 USD for charity version.
Length: 10750 words ~ reading time approx 35-55 mins.
This ebook contains the most popular posts from Finding Mr Huggie-Wuggie over the years, Part 2. Download today to see what other people have loved and continue to love!
The ebook contains the following articles:
*People Who Have Changed My Life: My Husband!
*My Dreams of My Spouse… Versus God’s Dream for My Spouse
*Legitimate Self-Concern Versus Unconditional Love in Marriage
*To Rekindle Your Fire, Try Rekindling Your Friendship!
*What If My Husband Won’t Listen to My Ideas?
Excerpt:
"My darling husband. My very own darling husband,
I feel a bit self-conscious about expressing here for public view what you mean to me. I don’t want this to be about writing things to give other people a certain impression of our marriage. On the other hand, I respect you so highly that it would genuinely be hard for me to exaggerate what I think and how I feel about you. How can I even begin to express how deeply I love you, and how grateful I am to be joined to you for the rest of our lives?"
Download free version  Word 97/2000/XP (.doc) format
Buy charity version for $1 USD via PayPal Word 97/2000/XP (.doc) format
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Definitive Posts from Finding Mr Huggie-Wuggie Part 1

Price: Free or $1 USD for charity version.
Length: 16800 words ~ reading time approx 60-90mins.
This ebook contains the articles which I believe are the most important or essential Huggie-Wuggie posts. I believe that these articles will give a great introduction into thinking about how to think about marriage, how to choose a spouse and also how to resolve various marital issues. Download today to encounter a radical but common-sense approach to marriage that will really get you thinking!
The ebook contains the following articles:
*Is there only one? Knowing the Will of God in marriage
*The Proverb of the Milk and the Cow
*Overview of Marriage
*The Difference Between No-one’s Perfect…and No-one’s Perfect
*Character and Other Issues in Marital Communication
Excerpt: 
“The question is: “Is there only one person that God has planned for you to marry?”
Once again, I believe my viewpoint is quite radical. The unspoken assumption I tend to pick up from things people say, as well as things left unsaid, is that many people, at least in the Black African Pentecostal churches I have attended, believe that there IS one particular person that God has planned for you to marry, and if you miss this person, then your marriage is set on a faulty foundation from the outset.” 
Download free version Word 97/2000/XP (.doc) format
Buy charity version for $1USD via PayPal Word 97/2000/XP (.doc) format
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Posts from Finding Mr Huggie-Wuggie about Building an Excellent Foundation for Your Marriage Part 1

Price: Free or $1 USD for charity version.
Length: 9200 words ~ reading time approx 30-45 mins.
This ebook contains 7 short articles on a topic which is central to “Finding Mr Huggie-Wuggie”, namely building an excellent foundation for your marriage before you get married!  Read it for some insights in planning towards your future marriage, and hopefully grounding it for lifelong success!
The ebook contains the following titles:
*Students of Marriage
*Joshua Harris – I Kissed Dating Goodbye
*When Does the Relationship Start?
*More on When the Relationship Starts
*Your Wedding Day Is NOT Your Marriage!
*I Don’t Love You Any More!
*Why the Time Before Your Marriage Can Be the Most Powerful Part of Your Marriage
Excerpt:
“… I refuse to accept that having an excellent marriage is simply a matter of luck, I believe that there HAVE to be wise and knowledgeable steps that you could take to maximise your chances of marital success. By success I don’t just mean a marriage that manages to avoid break-up, but rather one that is a true union built and nurtured on love, where the parties grow stronger and stronger together but also manage to celebrate the individuality of each spouse…”
Download free version Word 97/2000/XP (.doc) format
Buy charity version for $1 USD via PayPal Word 97/2000/XP (.doc) format 
**********
About the Author:  
I am a Christian thinker, writer, Bible Translator and blogger. I write articles on Christian relationships for my relationships blog, called “Finding Mr Huggie-Wuggie”.  I write Christian articles about the Bible and church life at my other blog, Tosin's Bible Blog, where I am also producing an open translation of the Bible (New Testament), called The Open Bible.
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